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MEDICAL REFORM. ‘ to be the enemies of medical reform. It is 


Dr, ANNaAn’s further ‘‘Remarks”’ upon the | well to know that this party line has been 
National Convention.—In the Sepiember | drawn by an opponent of the measures re- 


number of the ‘‘ Western Lancet’’ is a reply | commended by the late Convention. They - 


who favour them hoped, by the very moce- 
in this journal of his ‘‘ Remarks’’ upon the ’ ration of their proposals, by their cautious 
‘‘ National Medical Convention.’’ The re-? abstinence from the introduction of novel- 
ply concludes with these words: ‘‘ There is } ties, by the prospective operation of several 
much greater probability of converting us of their improvements, to enlist in their 
from the error of our ways, if we are in’ support every physician in the country not 
error, by temperate discussion than by vio- ; blinded by ignorance, or perverted by selfish- 
lent invective.”’ We shall not shrink from ’ ness. But itseems that they were mistaken, 
attempting this conversion by the method ‘ and that there can actually be found here 
prescribed, the only one, indeed, which it is) and there a gentleman of liberal attainments, 
becoming to pursue,—albeit the recusant has ’ and enlarged experience, to dissuade his 
proved intractable to the unanimous and per- © professional brethren not merely from at- 
suasive appeal of the late Convention, and , tempts at self-improvement, but even from 
to the almost unanimous and approving re- | self-defence against the legion of pretenders 
sponse which the medical press of the coun- ; to medical art who swarm throughout the 
try has made since the Convention adjourned. ; land. They may, however, console them- 
Though we should fail of convincing his ; selves with knowing that while upon princi- 
reason, we make no doubt of being able to } ples of ‘‘free trade,’’ it is only right that 
convict his reasonings of abundant errors. ; these gentlemen should bring their wares 
Dr. Annan begins by avowing the impos- ‘ into the market, the sellers have been few 
sibility of ‘‘any concert of action being ; and far between, and their commodity wholly 
brought about’’ between the friends of medi ; unsaleable. 
cal reform, and ‘‘ many respectable members | ‘The schemes of the reformers are ‘‘ chi- 
of the profession,” himself included, and merical,’’ says Dr. Annan, but, continues 
who must, therefore, we presume, be held { he, if the ‘‘ physicians of the different States 
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can prevail upon the several legislatures to 
enact laws prohibiting quackery and en- 
couraging science,’’ then we might with 
some reason endeavour to compel students 
of medicine to receive a fitting education. 
Surely it is not in Dr. A.’s paper that for 
the first time this appeal to legislatures has 
beenexamined. Every reasonable man who 
has consulted the experience of Great Britain 
and of this country, has seen that facts de- 
monstrate what reasoning pointed to, the 
impossibility of enforcing education and re- 
pressing imposture, unless the State takes 
charge of the entire system of instruction, 
as on the continent of Europe. This fact, 
which should make every lover of free in- 
stitutions pause and think, was recognized 
in the reports made to the Convention ; it is 
admitted and illustrated, even by Dr. An- 
nan, who tells us that in all of the United 
States where laws existed against illiterate 
and irregular practitioners, they ‘‘ have been 
either actually or virtually repealed ;”? and 
being thus undeniable, the question presented 
to the profession became a very simple one. 
It was,—are physicians to groan under the 
degradation imposed upon them, to see their 
burdens yearly increased, their calling more 
and more discredited, to be refused all aid 
by the very power which was created for 
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‘study in the inferior schools should be 
;brought up to the standard of the supe. 
‘rior;’’ it is the boldness of the Convention 
‘in suggesting the possibility of ‘‘ gilding the 
‘refined gold” of these ‘‘ superior schools,” 
-which seems supremely to excite his indig- 
(nation. Now, which is most chimerical, to 
;expect that some institutions founded upon 
{temporary expediency, others upon an itch. 
:ing fur notoriety, others upon sordid calcu- 
‘lations of money-making, and others upon 
‘fraud in their conception, and conducted 
‘fraudulently towards other colleges, the 
‘profession, the students, and the public, 
{ should adopt recommendations which have 
; their source in a love of science and be. 
‘nevolence, or that such measures should be 
‘carried out by colleges whose course has 
‘always been upright and candid, and their 
‘labours directed with augmented energy to 
‘the advancement of the student in useful 
; knowledge ? The reply is obvious. And 
yet Dr. Annan brands these reasonable ex- 
’ pectations as ‘‘ chimerical.”? The action of 
‘the medical faculties since the meeting of 
‘the Convention sufficiently illustrates our 
‘position. The first manly steps in the path- 
‘ way of progress have been taken by schools 
of no questionable standing, the first assur- 
‘ances that their example will find imitators, 








the promotion of knowledge and virtue, or -come from institutions which enjoy an un- 
shall they bestir themselves, associate, ’ sullied reputation. It was surely wise to 
and by united effurts within their own ‘ask that the first step involving risk should 
body, keep out from it unworthy members, ° be taken by those who had least reason to 
and place their science where it belongs, }fear its consequences. Of the secondary 
upon the pinnacle of human knowledge? schools the honourable ones may now find 
Is it to be objected to them that their courage to copy what they dared not at- 
schemes are ‘‘ chimerical” because of slow ? tempt to originate, and the unworthy will 
growth, and imperfect efficacy, when they continue to pursue their disastrous course 
are the only ones possible under the circum. as unmoved by a good example, as they 
stances? Is the medical profession to be } would have been by a generous appeal. 

trodden under foot because it vainly sues the} It is singular that while Dr. Annan regards 
power which is bound to foster and protect ‘as reasonable an attempt to elevate the lower 
it? One of these ‘‘ chimerical’’ schemes is } schools to a level with the best which now 
the recommendation to the schools that their exist, he adduces numerous reasons why 
term of lectures be extended to six months, ‘such an elevation is impossible, their sum 
and that they exact from students a literal’ being, that underselling city colleges and 
compliance with the published regulations ‘the facility of obtaining charters, will always 
of some of the oldest colleges. Is it very ) cause these seminaries to flourish. He even 
‘‘chimerical’’ to hope that our medical facul- } goes so far as to evince a marked sympathy 
ties would raise their lecture term to an for these institutions. ‘‘If,’’ he says, ‘‘ the 
equality of length with that of the skortest {National Convention calculates that the 
in all Christendom besides? Is it not rather? schools in the interior of the country will 
a subject of sorrow and shame that at this be terrified into closing their doors by the 
day such a change is still to be effected? | paper bullets of their resolutions, they will 
Dr. Annan distinctly says there would be be most grievously disappointed.”’ We feel 
some reason in advising ‘‘that the course of ' persuaded that the Convention entertained 4 
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juster notion of the thickness of the heads | 
and the toughness of the consciences of 
many of the persons in the management 
of certain schools, both in town and coun- 
try, than to look for any effect upon them : 
from paper bullets, and that so far from: 
seeking to attack them, this body designed 
only to place a cordon sanitaire between ' 
them and the colleges which have more | 
honour than to commend a_ poisoned > 
chalice to the lips of those who come to. 
them thirsting for truth and knowledge.—' 


term, ‘‘will have different significations at- 
tached to it by different persons.” But the 
grounds upon which he withholds the ap- 
pellation are striking and original. “By 
what authority,”? exclaims Dr. A., ‘did the 
Medical Society of the State of New York 


calla Convention? The ordinary mode of 


convening such assemblies is to take a vote 
of all thoge interested, as to the necessity of 
such a meeting. It may, therefore, be said 
to savour strongly of presumption for any 
society, or the societies of any State to issue 


Neither the Convention nor the American’ proposals for a convention of representatives 
Medical Association has any power to} from the whole country.” 

oblige physicians to be well educated, but} Is the State Medical Society of N. York 
both have the power to the extent of the) prepared to show her authority for this rash 
influence which wise and experienced men | deed which so stirs the gall of certain parties, 
can exert, to form a public medical opinion and to clear her skirts of the charge of pre- 
which shall discountenance the impostures! sumption? Is the ardent and energetic 
which now unblushingly face the day, and) member of that society from Binghamton 
shall convince those who bear the brand of} ready to produce his authority for having 
these doctor- factories, that they are not fit to| dared to arouse the medical profession to a 


practice the healing art, nor worthy to be, sense of the mischiefs they are enduring, 
i 


received as brethren by well-educated ci bm the unworthy practices of some who 


sicians. Under our democratic institutions bear the title of physician? Alas, we fear 
there is no other feasible plan of preserving | not! There is no proof whatever that they 
the purity of a profession, which, even where } or any one for them consulted or obtained 
most carefully protected by !aw, is more in. the power of attorney ‘‘ of all those inte- 
fested with quacks than any other. / rested,”°—the thirty or forty thousand medi- 

In his previous ‘‘ Remarks,’’ Dr. Annan} cal practitioners of the United States.— 
alleged that ‘‘good must result from the } They, in their simplicity, imagined that it 
competition of the new with the old schools, } was competent to any individual, however 
if:no very dishonourable means are resorted? humble, or any society, however local, to 
to for the purpose of alluring students to; call a Medical Convention, just as it is for 
their halls.’ This we did not comment’ any citizen or political leader or club to call 
upon in our first notice, thinking that ita political convention. Surely Dr. Annan 
could scarcely be seriously meant. The? cannot mean to assert, what every one knows 
assertion is reiterated in the paper before us, ; is not the case, that the bodies which nomi- 
and the only explanation vouchsafed of so} nate state and federal officers and recom- 
startling a doctrine is, ‘‘ that the terms hon-} mend plans of partisan policy, are convened 
ourable and dishonourable will have different } by the ‘‘ vote of all those interested.”” He 
significations attached to them by different; cannot be ignorant of the fact that these as- 
persons!’? What degree of dishonour can , semblies originated in the movement of in- 
be free from infamy? or what act dishon-’ dividuals, whom no one has yet been found 
ourable that is not also base? Surely the’ to charge with presumption. He must also 
teachers who in their public relations act} know perfectly well that the resolutions 
dishonourably, are not likely to be believed ; adopted by these bodies are recommenda- 
when they tell their students that the physi-; tory only, and that, in repeated instances, 
cian, above all other men, has need of every } their recommendations have been slighted 
principle of honour and virtue to protect him } or opposed, just as he and others, (and by 
in many a delicate and dangerous position. | the same indefeasible right, ) slight and op- 

Dr. Annan is still unable to persuade him- } pose the counsels of the National Conven- 
self that the late Convention was ‘‘entitled’ tion. Strange inconsistency, that our advo- 
tothe name of National.?? That the title cate for ‘‘free trade’’ should deem presump- 
should displease one gentleman and please } tuous the appeal of one of the largest medicai 
another is of small consequence, indeed, for} societies in America, that the members of 
the term National, as Dr. A. said of another | the medical profession throughout the coun- 
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try should meet to discuss their common 
interests and devise means of curing the evils 


under which medicine is fast falling into °¢ 


disrepute ! 
But not having the fear of Dr. Annan’s 


censure before their eyes, the Medical So- : 


ciety of the State of New York did calla 
Convention, which did assemble at N. York 


in 1846, and without being deterred from its : 


purpose by an attempt on the part of its im- 
mediate hosts to turn it out of doors, upon 
the very plea which Dr. Annan now main- ; 
tains, it calmly pursued its way, and accom- 
plished all for which it had met. It did no} 
more, nor aimed to do more, than prepare 
business for another Convention which 17 | 
called, and not the N. Y. Medical Society. 
The body whose proceedings meet so little ; 
respect at the hands of Dr. Annan was not 
convened by that society, as he asseris, but 
by delegates from seventeen States of the 
Union. Doubtless they are equally liable to 
the charge of ‘‘ presumption,’’ with the so 
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laymen of the Convention outvote and g0- 
vern the professors ?’”’ And how does he 
answer these questions ? not by proving that 
‘any sentiment of sectional jealousy intruded 
‘on the deliberations of the Convention; not 
by showing that public teachers were voted 
‘down or talked down,—nothing of this what- 
‘ever. But by demonstrating that it was 
‘wholly in the power of the delegates of the 
, States nearest the city where the Convention 


‘met, to poll a majority of the votes, and of 


‘the private practitioners to outnumber the 
‘professors! He indeed is not afraid to de- 
‘clare that the north-eastern portion of the 
/ commonweal: h could control and actually 
‘did govern the movements of the Conven- 
‘tion, and yet he must know perfectly well 
>that upon no question whatever was there a 
‘count of votes in the Convention; not one, 
{we believe, upon the decision of whi there 
‘was a single dissentient voice. It would 
patent therefore, that these terrible and tyran- 
’ nical majorities must have used some other 


ciety at whose call they assembled, and ; means of preventing opposition to their pro- 
equally capable, we do not question, of /pusals, than their numerical force. Was it 


bearing it with unruffled spirits. 


Afier thus confounding together the Con- | 


vention of 1846 and that of 1847, Dr. Annan 


proceeds to analyze the composition of the | 


latter. Its members, he informs us, ‘‘ may 


be divided into two classes, the reformers } 


he force of reason, of truth, of argument, 
or was there really such an unanimity in 
. spirit, as there seemed to be in the expression 
‘of opinion? Let the history of the Conven- 
‘tion and of subsequent events reply. 

But we are told that ‘‘ the reformers from 


and those to be aflected by the contemplated either New York or Pennsylvania could 


reformation. 
the delegates from medical societies and 


meetings of physicians, the second the pro- ; 


Dr. A.? 


fessors of the medical schools.’? 
does not seem to regard as worthy of any 
notice the grand object of the Convention, 


the establishment of a National Scientific ‘ 


Society, intended to improve the whole 


medical profession of the country, to ad- 


vance its knowledge, and protect its inte- 
rests. With a microscopic eye, he discerns 


nothing in the Convention but a sort of con- ? 
spiracy against medical schools, and this | 


object he magnifies into gigantic and terrible 
proportions. He does not appear to conceive 
it possible that 233 physicians, coming to- 
gether from all parts of our extended coun 
try, could be moved by any harmonious and 
generousimpulse; that they could for the time 
lay aside sectional and local prejudices, and 
unite with one heart and one voice in ele- ‘ 
vating our noble science, and in perfecting 
our beloved art. ‘T’o him the great questions ‘ 
seem to be, ‘‘ Did not the North and East ’ 
outwit the South and West? did not the | 


‘The first class embraced all } singly outvote the whole number of the re- 


‘presentatives from the medical colleges.’’ 
Were these representatives so outvoted? 
That is the point. Or did they, with incon- 
‘siderable exceptions, harmonize perfectly 
‘with the general voice of the Convention? 
Dr. Annan asserts that they offered no op- 
‘position, but in all ‘‘meekness and hnmi- 
lity,’ with ‘‘exemplary equanimity and 
‘patient submissiveness,’’ consented to be 
‘brow-beaten by the tyrannical majority.— 
We should blush, as a public teacher, at the 
introduction of such a plea for the acqui- 
-escence of collegiate representatives in the 
action of the Convention, and the more 


‘deeply because it is not correct to say that 
‘these gentlemen assented by their silence to 
‘what they did not in their hearts approve. 


‘On the contrary, several amongst them 
were, in the Convention, as they had been 
‘elsewhere, the eloquent and consistent advo- 


‘cates of improvement, or if the word is pre- 


‘ferred, reform. Has Dr. A. forgotten the 
thorough and well-timed exposure made by 
his eminent colleague of the crying evils ot 
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the actual system of medical education? | 
Has he forgotten the appeal of a distin- 
suished surgeon and experienced teacher, 
one of the vice-presidents of the Conven- 
tion? Has the address of another vice- 
president, remarkable alike for sound judg- 
ment and candour, escaped his recollection? 
or that most eloquent and earnest argument 
made by an eminent colleague of the gentle- 
man last referred to? Have these, the 
speeches of mark in the Convention, been 
efluced from his memory? Are we to sup- ' 
pose that if, instead of defending and main- 
taining the cause of true science, they had 
been delivered to sustain some petty local 
interest to the prejudice of the profession 
generally, they would have been more care- 
fully treasured by the author of the ‘ Re- 
marks?’ The tone of his papers renders 
the supposition enly too probable. 

That there may have been some professors ° 
in the Convention heartily opposed to its 
measures, and who kept silent in awe of the 
clearly overwhelming sentiment of that body 
in favour of advancement, we are not per- ’ 
mitted to doubt, since the publication of Dr. » 
Annan’s opinions. But that the number: 
was so small as scarcely to have destroyed 
the unanimity of the votes taken, even had 
they all recorded their names in the opposi- ' 
tion, we shall feel bound to believe, until) 
some more tangible proof of their ‘‘ patient 
submissiveness’’ than any now existing, shall 
be adduced. No one can deny that the re- | 
ports of the committees, and the resolutions | 
offered by them, were conceived in a spirit ' 
of conciliation, and couched in courteous 
terms, nor that the discussions to which they ; 
gave rise were free from personality, acri- ’ 
mony, and intemperance of every kind, and | 
such being the case, it seems incredible that 
any man who had confidence in the justice | 
ot his cause should have wanted the moral 
courage to maintain it. It may be that the’ 
want of that consciousness kept silent some 
who would otherwise have spoken boldly. 

Dr. Annan finds in the previous notice of 
his * Remarks,’’ that the writer was ‘‘ great- 
ly excited and provoked that any opposition 
should be made to his efforts at reform.’’ | 
He kindly suggests that allowance must be 
made for such displays of feeling, because of 
the grievous disappointment which has fol- 
lowed the high- wrought expectations of the 
Writer; and then remarking that but two) 
colleges have at all followed the advice of 
the Convention, and that only in part, con- , 
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cludes with the apt citation, ‘ parturiunt 
montes, nascitur ridiculus mus.’? How far 
it is just or in good taste to compare the 
honest and manly example of two of the 
oldest medical schools in the Union to the 
mouse-birth of the labouring mountain, we 
shall not attempt to decide, but we suspect 
that, had Dr. A. retlected much upon the 
matter, he would have seen in this act, which 
deserves, and we think will receive, the sub- 


stantial gratitude of the medical! protession, 


the strongest evidence of the real influence 
exerted by the Convention, and the best 
guerdon of its prospective usefulness.— 


Speaking for ourselves, we declare that so 


far from finding ground for disappointment 
in this result, it strikes us as the very event 


of all others which could have happened to 


encourage and aid those who, in their several 


vocations, are labouring sincerely to improve 


American medicine. It is more than we 


expected; it is perhaps as much as a judi- 


clous adviser would have recommended for 


a beginning. It forms a motive to hopeful- 


ness, for it almost insures the plans of the 

‘‘reformers’’ against ultimate miscarriage. 
It is in vain for Dr. Annan to declare that 

Pos a ipa 
the insuperable obstacle in the way of this 


reforming movement is that public opinion 


is opposed to it.” What public opinion ? 
the extra-professional, or medical public 


opinion? With the former we have surely 
nothing whatever to do in determining the 


nature and extent of the acquirements pro- 


per for a physician, for we have daily de- 


monstration that the public is vastly better 


/pleased with quackery in any one of its 


thousand forms, than with real but modest 


’merit. If we were to be guided by the 
‘judgment of the public, and increase or di- 
’ minish or vary our studies according to its 
 behests, we should soon be reduced to a level 
with those unprincipled knaves who, when 


called to a patient, inquire of him according 


to what system he would prefer to be treat- 
‘ed? These are subjects.to be decided by 
ourselves and for ourselves; our public 
opinion must mould our plans of education, 
and erect the standard by which professional 


merit is to be measured : that public opinion 
has been expressed, and every day new 
voices are heard echoing the sentiments of 


‘the Convention, and uttering pledges of al- 
‘ liance and assistance to those who have taken 


the first steps towards a better state of things. 
No one, we presume, is so infatuated as to 
suppose that this ‘‘better state’ is to be 
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reached in one year, or in ten years, or that ‘he the case, we may hope that students wil] 
when reached there shall be no difference of go 10 the schools with a larger stock of 
rank amongst the colleges. But we think ; patience, and be able to hold out for at least 
there is a reasonable ground for expecting ; the four months which they have professed 
that at a day not far distant the American : heretofore to give the lectures. As it is 
student will not be compelled to cross the {now, too many are contented with three 
ocean to obtain a complete medical educa- } months attendance, and not a few run away 
tion; that there will then be few or no ‘at the end of the second. We have heard of 
institutions in the country such as now gra- ‘some, in times past, who were ‘armed and 
duate doctors of medicine, after a course of equipped’ with lancet and drugs, and, sign- 
teaching inadequate to make a cecent vil- ‘board painted, were ready to take a boat by 
lave farrier ; and, finally, that if such places {the 8th of January, ‘the world all before 
still exist, they will be marked with a seal ‘them where to choose.’ This has been one 
of reprobation, and their graduates debarred ‘ of the sins against which medical teachers 
from all professional brotherhood with edu- ? have hitherto in vain lifted up their voices, 
cated physicians. A. 5. = lengthened term will do something to- 
wards correcting it; an enlightened public 
Progress of Medical Reform.—In our last ; sentiment would do much more.”’ 
number we mentioned that the University | It is stated in the Annual Circular of the 
of Pennsylvania and the College of Physi- } Medical Institution of Geneva College, that 
cians and Surgeons of the University of the {‘‘the short period of time before the com- 
State of New York had determined to carry !mencement of the next course of lectures, 
out at once the recommendations uf the Na- renders it difficult, if not impossible, to com- 
tional Medical Convention for the prolonga- i ply with the recommendation of the Na- 
tion of the lecture term, and that several {tional Medical Association, to extend the 
schools had expressed themselves as well} course to six months the present term.— 
disposed to do the same hereafter, if coun- } The Faculty will in future cheerfully com- 
tenanced and supported by the principal {ply with the recommendation, provided the 
schools, Among those which have shown! other schools in the State come into the 
this disposition, in addition to those already ; measure.’’ 
mentioned, we may enumerate the Univer ae 
sity of Louisville, and the University of Buf- Oneida County (New York) Medical So- 
falo. The following may be considered as ; ciety.—At the annual meeting of this society 
expressing the sentiments of the Faculty of } on the first Tuesday of July last, the follow- 
the University of Louisville, as it appears as | ing preamble and resolutions were unani- 
¢ 


—— 
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an editorial article in the Western Journal } mously adopted : 
of Medicine and Surgery, (August, reli Offered by Dr. Jonn McCatt— 
of which two professors in thut school are; ‘‘ Whereas, the good work of medical 
editors : ‘reform having been commenced, and, thus 
‘* One of the recommendations of the late / far, well begun and carried out by our late 
Medical Convention was, that the sessions 6 National Medical Convention,’ in the or- 
of our medical schools should be extended ‘ ganization of the ‘ American Medical Asso- 
from four months to six. From their advert- ‘ ciation,’ which is destined, it is believed, to 
isement, just sent abroad, we see that the ‘ elevate the medical profession in the United 
Medical Faculty of the University of Penn- { States, and render it an honor and a blessing 
sylvania have accepted this proposition so ‘to the nation; and, whereas, it now becomes 
far as to commence the session on the 18th the interest as well as the duty of the whole 
of October, and continue it to the end of! profession throughout the land, to adopt and 
March. It is proper that the oldest medical carry forward with spirit, as far as may be, 
school in the country should thus take the the great principles and measures now put 
lead in this matter, and it may be expected ; forth to the world, therefore, 
that the other schools will follow her exam-; ‘‘ Resolved, That two delegates from this 
ple. Perhaps so great an extension as two ’ society be elected at this meeting, to attend 
months would not be advisable at once, but ‘the next annual sitting of said Association, 
it may be brought about gradually, so as in ‘to be held the first Tuesday in May next, at 
a few years to establish six months as the ‘the city of Baltimore. 
duration of the course. When thiscomesto’ ‘ Unanimously carried. 
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“Prof. Charles B. Coventry and Dr. John! not less than one grain. No. 3 contained 
McCall were elected said delegates.""-—New no morphia or calomel, nor any mineral or 
York Journal of Medicine, Sept., 1847. other substance, but merely sugar of milk. 

<—e No. 4 was composed of calomel and morphia, 
SKETCHES AND ILLUSTRATIONS the morphia amounting to one half grain.’’— 
OF MEDICAL QUACKERY. Prov. Med. and Surg. Journ., Aug. 25, 

Homeopathy.—The following case of ad- ' 
ministering powerful drugs in large doses } 
under the guise of homa@opathy, is noticed MEDICAL NEWS. 
in the Medical Gazette as having recently ’ — 
occurred in London :— DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE. 

‘‘A lady who had been attended by a) University of Pennsylvania —James B. 
highly respectable general practitioner, re-; Rocers, M. D., we are happy to announce, 
cently consulted a homeopathic physician, ; has been appointed professor of Chemistry in 
who has acquired some celebrity in the) the Medical Department of this University. 
fashionable quarter of the metropolis, for his’ Prof. Rogers is an eloquent lecturer and 
skill in treating and curing diseases by infi- } accomplished chemist, and will well sustain 
nitely small doses. She received from him } the reputation of the school. 
four small white powders, with explicit di- ? - 
rections, (now lying before us,) one to be; Medical College of Ohio.—Dr. L. M. 
taken every other night,—each powder be-; Lawson has been appointed professor of 
ing numbered, and the night on which it was ; Materia Medica, Therapeutics and General 
to be taken, as well as the mode of taking} Pathology in this school, and has accepted 
it, being particularly specified,—‘all dry on’ the appointment. He resigns his professor- 
the tongue.” No. 1 was swallowed accord- } ship in Transylvania University. 
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ing to order, and the patient was soon after- ; —_ 
wards seized with great sleepiness, stupor,} Western Lancet.—In consequence of the 
and other alarming symptoms indicative of; removal of the editor to Cincinnati, this 
the action of a powerful narcotic. ‘These; Journal will hereafter be published in that 
eflects were followed by diarrhea. The) city. 
patient was alarmed, and instead of looking } - 
upon the result as an indication of the bene-} Obituary Record.—Died, in New York, 
ficial working of homeopathic powders, or; on the 30:h of August, from fecal abscess 
as a means of curing her of any latent skep- ’ caused by hardened feces in appendix cwei 
ticism respecting the efficacy of infinitely > vermiformis, James A. Wasuineton, M. 
small doses, she was prudent enough to re- } D., in the 46th year of his age. 
turn to her old medical friend, to whom she } ota 
handed the remaining powders, with the ; FOREIGN INTELLIG ENCE. 
directions. This gentleman, suspecting that; Cawterization of Vesico Vaginal Fistula 
they contained some active narcotic, caused ’ with Creasote.—Professor Emmet, of Bern, 
them to be submitted to a chemical analysis. } having a case of this disease subsequent to 
We have now the report of this analysis be- } artificial labour, and which had been treated 
fore us, and of it we shall make the follow- ; seventeen times with lapis infernalis unsuc- 
ing abridgment. The powders were num- cessfully, proceeded to remove the gangren- 
bered 2,3, and 4. They were similar in’ ous scab produced by the last cauterization, 
appearance, except that No. 3 was some- ; and then touched the fistular opening exten- 
What whiter than the other two: there was) sively witha pencil-brush immersed in crea- 
nothing to indicate that they were of difler-; sote, which produced the most beneficial 
ent composition; and as they were to be; results. The hew scab was 60 firm as to 
taken in the same way on alternate nights, ; enable the patient to retain her urine the 
this could not possibly be suspected. ’ whole day, and to micturate without becom- 
‘Although there was no great dissimilari- } ing moist. The detachment also occurred 
ty in bulk, the powders were very unequal | much later than after the application of other 
in weight. No. 2 weighed 34 grains; No. ? caustics, and, when effected, the urine flowed 
3,15 grains; No. 4, 2 grains. No. 2 was) in far less quantity from the somewhat di- 
found, upon analysis, to consist entirely of minished fistula. A second application, six 
calomel and morphia, the morphia forming | davs afterwards, induced a perfect cure, and 
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no urine has passed from the fistula during ‘fibrous polypi of the pharynx, or of the nasal 
two months which have since elapsed. A ‘fossw, has become, in M. Velpeau’s hands, 
fortnight afier the last cauterization the fis- an operation of a very simple nature, and 
tula was found perfectly cicatrized, its pre- ; unattended with risk; it is, besides, much 
vious existence being marked only by a‘ more rapidly performed, and less painful, 
bluish-red streak two lines in length. Crea- / than the other methods hitherto resorted to 
sote is considered, therefore, to be superior | for the fulfilment of the same object.— Med, 
to either the nitrate of silver or the concen ‘ Times, Sept. 4, 1847, from Bulletin de Thé- 
trated acids, the one being too feeble and ; rapeutique. 
the other too energetic in their action.— _ 
Med. Times, Aug. 28, 1847. Diarrhea of Children.—The diarrhea 
— which accompanies or follows the period of 
Lithotomy and Lithotrity—M. Civtaxe, } weaning is often fatal ; it is not only observa- 
ina paper read to the Academy of Medicine, ‘ble in children who are suddenly deprived of 
Aug. 17, 1847, stated that Souberbielle had ‘the breast, but also in those who are nursed 
obtained 28 cures out of 39 cases of lithoto- ; for too long a period. Dr. Weisse, physi- 
my; of 100 patients operated at the Hotel | cian to the Children’s Hospital in St. Peters. 
Dieu, 56 only were cured ; out of 65 operated | burg, advises the exhibition of raw meat in 
at La Charité, 35 died; and of 73 patients ‘ such cases, and asserts that he has from this 
on whom lithotomy was performed, from ‘ practice often derived the most signal advan- 
1836 to 1842, in the hospitals, 25 patients; tages. The meat should be hashed, or re- 
died and 47 were cured: statistical results} duced into a pulp, and two tablespoonfuls 
from which it followed, that the proportion ‘may be at first given in four meals.—/Jbid., 
of deaths from lithotomy amounted to more ‘from Annales de la Soc. Méd. Chir. de 
than the third part of the persons operated } Bruges. 
upon. M. Civiale concluded:—Ist, ‘That | _ 
lithotritv, when properly performed, saved; Nature of Intestinal Secretions in Cho- 
96 or 98 per cent. of the patients. 2d. That }lera.—The rice-water secretions in cholera, 
when lithotomy was exclusively employed, } have hitherto been looked upon as composed 
the mortality was equal to 30 per cent.— of the elements of the blood—albumen and 
When applied to children alone, cystotomy {serum being asserted to exist in the fluid 
was successful in nine cases out of ten; but portion, and fibrin in the solid parts. Che- 
when applied to adults or to the aged, 50 to mical observation has now demonstrated to 
75 per cent. only were benefited.—J bid. ; Professor Andral the fallacy of this opinion. 
— ‘ The fluid contained no albumen whatever, 
Treatment of Polypi of the Pharynz and ‘and the white grains floating in the liquid 
Nasal Fosse.—M. Vetreav asserts that the ‘ were not constituted by fibrin. Examined 
fibrous polypi of these regions do not require ; with the microscope, these particles present- 
to be removed in totality in order to be radi- ced the appearance of pus globules; but still 
cally cured. It is sufficient, in the profes- / they were not purulent. In the blood, albu- 
sor’s opinion, to disorganize a portion of the; men was found in its natural proportions. 
tumour, and what is left mortifies spontane- } The learned professor concluded by stating 
ously in a short time. In one case of nasal as his opinion that the choleric matter con- 
polypus extending as far back as the fauces, ‘ sisted only of a modified mucous secretion. 
M. Velpeau crushed only the most promi- }—Med. Times, Aug. 21, 1847. 
nent part of the tumour; and in another case nel 
of pharyngeal polypus, the professor was} Rape perpetrated on a Female while under 
satisfied with the destruction of one third of (the influence of Ether. —That which had 
the growth: in both these cases the rest of ‘been suspected as a probable result, on the 
the tumours were totally destroyed by con- ‘introduction of the new narcotizing agent, 
secutive gangrene. During a couple of days ‘ has, according to the Gazette Médicale, ac- 
afier operation, some signs of inflammation {tually occurred in Paris. A young woman 
show themselves in the vicinity of the crushed went to a dentist to have a tooth extracted. 
polypus, which becomes the seat of suppura- } To avoid the pain, she was persuaded to in- 
tion of a putrid nature, and in a space of time {hale the vapour of ether. While under its 
varying from six to twelve days the tumour | influence she was violated. The ‘dentist has 
falls away. Thus the destruction of the ! been arrested. 
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